Autumn 2020

From your Chairman
The end of the year will soon be upon us; short, dark days, crisp, cold
mornings and fresh naughty horses.
Such a shame that we haven’t been able to hold our AGM, our 5th
birthday party or our annual awards dinner, things that we all looked
forward to.
It’s been great that we were able to run camp and that our clinics at
Kingfisher have been able to continue (until now), huge thanks to our
fab instructors for keeping going in these strange times.
Our clinics are as popular as ever, which is why we advise you to get
your membership forms in as soon as the renewals open. We will as
always, limit membership numbers to ensure members don’t miss out.
Hope you all stay safe and have a great Christmas, see you all in
2021.
Love to all,
Claire and Gucci

Membership Secretary - Cathy Provenzano
In what has been probably the weirdest year in living memory, I am really pleased to be able to
report that in actual terms of membership numbers, it has been our most successful year to date
as a Riding Club. As I write this report in the autumn of 2020, I am delighted to be able to report
that we have an unheard of whopping 92 members, and we have even had to close memberships
as of October 2020. That, in a year where nothing has been normal, is a huge achievement for
the Club and speaks volumes about our popularity.
Of course, none of us knows what 2021 will bring. I am sure we are all hoping it will bring a return
to the old normality, where we can all meet our friends and family without restriction, we can all
stop having to wear face masks, and of course, we will be able to return to all the normal EMRC
activities that we all know and love. Fun events like Have A Go Dressage, our totally unique (we
think) Mounted Murder Mystery Day, plus our very popular clinics.
Furthermore, hopefully, we will be able to go along and support our fabulous, brave EMRC show
jumpers, our budding EMRC dressage divas, plus maybe some EMRC eventers, in person rather
than relying on Facebook reports. Not forgetting of course, our TREC riders, plus our endurance
riders as well. (I hope I haven’t forgotten any other discipline!).
As a Riding Club, EMRC has a very definite flavour to it - it does not matter what you do, whether
you compete at an affiliated discipline, or you just want to come along to a clinic for some fun, we
have an extremely supportive, inclusive and non-competitive atmosphere, which extends to our
brilliant instructors as well. This is probably the reason why we have become so popular.
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Membership 2021
So, to 2021, and your membership.
Firstly, even if you are renewing your membership, we shall need a newly completed form, which
must be clearly signed. This can be emailed to me at membership@eastmendiprc.com, or it can
be sent to my home address: 87 Chandag Road, Keynsham, Bristol, BS31 1PS.
Payment can be made by either cheque (made payable to East Mendip Riding Club) or via the
bank to:
NatWest, Frome
Sort Code: 60 08 31
Account Number: 63700298
Account Name: East Mendip Riding Club
Please ensure you put your name and 2021 on the reference.
You are, of course, welcome to pay by cheque, but we will be unable to process your
membership until the cheque has cleared so please bear this in mind if you are booking clinics
early in January, as without cleared membership payment, we cannot book you into a clinic or
any other club activity.
Please note we require both a signed form and payment to renew your membership.
So now to costs. This year the cost will be as follows:


£27 per Senior riding member



£16 per Non-Riding or Junior member (under 18)



£50 for two members living at the same address.

Membership opens again on the 1st January 2021 and a new form will be attached to the email
this newsletter is being sent round with.
Please get you renewals in as soon as possible – although, please be aware I will not be sending
off any applications to British Riding Clubs until the 1st January 2021.
So here is to another membership year, I am sure we are all hoping
that 2021 will be a little bit more 'normal' than 2020, but whatever
happens, from myself and the rest of the committee, we hope you
thoroughly enjoy all the EMRC activities that we are planning to put on,
Covid restrictions permitting, and I shall look forward to renewing your
membership for 2021.

Please note we require both a signed form and payment to renew
your membership.
Thanks
Cathy
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what3words - Sarah Fogden
I'm sure that most of you reading this have already heard about what3words and possibly have
the app downloaded to your phone already, but for those who haven't, I recommend that you
consider doing so.
How it works: This is quite mind-boggling but basically the whole world has been divided up into 3
metre squares and each of these have been given a combination of 3 words unique to each
individual square. So wherever you are, be it in the middle of the ocean, on top of a mountain or
in a country lane out hacking on your horse, if you have the app on your phone it will give you the
3 words specifying your exact location so that in an emergency, you can notify the rescue
services and be found. It's a simple but amazing idea and no doubt has helped saved many lives,
and not just humans.
Earlier on this year, a dog managed to get stuck on a cliff face whilst out on a walk on the North
Somerset Coast. Luckily for the stranded dog, an onlooker on the beach was able to pass on the
3 word location which enabled the rescue team to quickly find the easiest access point in order to
lift the dog to safety.
We all take risks when we ride our horses, sadly accidents happen, it may not necessarily be
anything horse related at all, but if you have this app downloaded to your phone and have to call
any emergency services, this will save so much time in finding exactly where you are rather than
having to explain that you are in a middle of a field or down a country lane somewhere but not
actually having a clue where you are!
Have a look at your phone now, download the app, you can find it on Google play, it costs nothing
but could save a life.
Take care everyone, stay safe.
Sarah
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Camp “What a weekend!” - Linda Price
I've never been to camp before, I was a bit worried; what to
pack for AJ & myself? Who is going? Will I fit in ok? So after
reading Claire’s great list, I packed my bags and set off.
Friday afternoon
It was a long drive but went well, even through Bridgwater.
On arrival AJ looked very excited, so was I, it looked
amazing. I got AJ out and took him to his 5* stable. After
getting him settled in, I went to look at my accommodation; I
was upstairs of the Sweeps Barn, 7 bunk beds and a single
bed were all mine, brill. After checking out everywhere and
meeting & greeting everyone, it was time for supper, and
what lovely food it was, had a few drinks then bed.
Saturday morning
After doing all the stable duties, I went for breakfast, no
chef?!?!? No worries, lots of cereal & toast!
9am quadrille with Charlotte. I had never done this before
but it was great fun. I found it very difficult remembering
where I was going, but Charlotte did well keeping me on
track (well done Charlotte!).
Quick lunch then on to cross country with Kim, (yay, my
favourite). We had lots of fun jumping ditches, steps, banks,
water and lots more. AJ was brill and so was Kim.
Then for a well deserved roast dinner (yum yum!)
Sunday morning
Show jumping with Kim, another great lesson (I think we did
well) - loved it.
Sunday afternoon
We had a show jumping accumulator; I had never done this
before either, so after finding out all about it, AJ and I
whizzed round. AJ loved it and we came away with a red
ribbon. So very happy with that. Then we had to leave (boo
hoo) but had the best time ever!
Thank you EMRC & everyone who put a lot of work into
making it such a great weekend.
Can’t wait till next year …..
Linda
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EMRC Teams - Sarah Clarke
EMRC have entered teams in many disciplines; dressage, show jumping, arena eventing and
endurance, to date. Sometimes we have come home with a frilly or two but it is absolutely always
a good day out. Covid-19 has meant that we can't at the moment go en masse to support the
teams on the day, but hopefully in the not too distant future we will be able to do this again.
We look into any reasonably local team events, in any discipline that members are interested in,
not just those above. If you see a team event of any kind that you would like to take part in,
please put it forward!
Anyone can be part of our teams, after all Every Member Really Counts! All you need to do is
let us know and we can add you to our list of team members. We enter each team event at a
variety of levels so there really is something for everyone.
Our most recent team events have been show jumping at KSEC on 11th October (teams in the
50cm and 60cm classes) and on 25th October (teams in 50cm, 60cm, 70cm and 80cm
classes). There is also an Area 12 team Novice Dressage event in December that we are
planning to attend if circumstances allow.
I have recently started organising the teams and team events, so please do let me know if you
would like to join in! Teams@eastmendiprc.com
Thanks
Sarah
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Winter 2021 Training Clinics
Terms and Conditions for Clinics – Please Read
Each session is an hour long and a cost of £20 per rider unless indicated otherwise. We will
endeavor to make sure there are no more than four in a class. All training clinics are held at
Kingfisher Equestrian, BA7 7PS.

Please note that if you cancel five days or less before the clinic, you will still have
to pay unless we can find someone else to take your place.
To Book a Clinic
To book Poles for Dressage or Gill’s Flatwork sessions please email Julie at:
Juliebookings@eastmendiprc.com
To book Show Jumping or Charlotte’s Flatwork sessions, please email Karen at:
Karenbookings@eastmendiprc.com
Can we ask that when you book your training sessions, you are kind enough to make sure it is in
your own diary. Collating all the names and then allocating times really does take some time, and
to send a confirmation email around to which someone then replies “Oh I didn’t realise I had
booked on that clinic and I can’t make it”, is extremely frustrating and very time consuming for the
organiser. Although we sometimes have reserves, if we don’t, it then involves us having to put a
call out on Facebook and fiddling around with everyone’s times. Please have some thought for
the volunteers who run your Club and “do your bit”. Thanks!
Payment
We prefer payments directly into the bank. Please do not bring cash to the clinic.

NatWest, Frome, Sort Code: 60 08 31, Account Number: 63700298.
Please put your name and the clinic date on the reference.
Alternatively, please pop a cheque made payable to East Mendip Riding Club in the post to
12 Mendip Vale, Coleford, Radstock, BA3 5PP. Please put your name and clinic date on the
back of the cheque.
Can we please ask that you do not pay for any booked clinics until the times email goes
out. It is very difficult to keep track of early payments with so many transactions going
through the bank.

Please note payment should be made
BEFORE
the clinic and not after!
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Winter 2021 Training Clinics

All clinics will be held in the indoor school at Kingfisher Equestrian, BA7 7PS
Please clear up your mess before leaving the venue, taking all your rubbish and poo home.
As and when we are able to, we will offer refreshments at £1 per person for as many cups as you
like.
Clinic Dates
Flatwork – Gill Longhurst – Book with Julie Dawson
Saturday 23rd January
Sunday 14th February
Saturday 20th March
Sunday 18th April
Flatwork – Charlotte Wake – Book with Karen Abrey
Sunday 10th January
Saturday 20th February
Sunday 14th March
Saturday 1st May
Poles for Dressage – Julie Braddon – Book with Julie Dawson

Saturday 16th January
Saturday 6th February
Saturday 6th March
Saturday 10th April
Show Jumping – Kim Pitman – Book with Karen Abrey
Sunday 31st January - Course jumping
Sunday 28th February - Course jumping
Sunday 28th March - Gridwork
Sunday 25th April - Arena XC

Currently with the limitations on how many people can be in the clinic, we only need one
helper per session. If you can help at any of the sessions, please let the organiser know.
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New Volunteer Reward System
2021
Hi Everyone

When you all sign your membership form, you sign to confirm that you will volunteer for at least
two events during the membership year. Now, with 92 members it isn’t actually possible for you
to do that because we can only put on so many clinics or events during the year – so to be fair
that is a little bit unrealistic!
However, when we look at our Helpers Spreadsheet each year, the Committee are very
conscious that in fact it is nearly always the same lovely members that help and many don’t even
volunteer for one clinic or event.
These events do take some effort to put on by your committee and therefore we have decided to
change the volunteer system from the membership year 2021.
If you rejoin the Club, the membership form will note that we expect, within reason, that each
member helps out during the subscription year and by signing the declaration on the form, you
consent to us contacting you in relation to volunteering.
Now we clearly can’t force people to help, so the committee would instead, like to really reward
those members who do help regularly.
In future, for every four hours of volunteering you take on, you will earn a £5.00 voucher to be
used against training clinics, events or camp. Debbie Pickford will make a note of the hours each
volunteer completes and each quarter the committee will assess this. Debbie will email the
members who have earned rewards in that quarter. To use the reward, email Debbie when you
make the bank payment, so she knows what you have paid.
Vouchers earned from January to September but not used by the December of the membership
year will not be carried forward and become invalid. Rewards earned in October, November and
December will be carried forward and will need to be used before the end of March in the
following membership year.
The maximum rewards that can be earned throughout the year is £40 – so the equivalent of two
clinics.
We would like to try this new system for the next Club year but reserve the right to amend it if we
find it is becoming too onerous or complicated.
Thank you.
EMRC Committee
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AWARDS
As with every year we wanted to acknowledge some of our members achievements and to say
Thank You to others. With the most unusual circumstances we find ourselves in, we cannot hold
our usual Christmas Dinner and Awards night at the Waggon & Horses, but we do want to give
our annual awards.
I will find a way of getting your awards to Ladies – probably via clinics but bear with me!

Camp 2020 Award
Over the last couple of years this lovely family have experienced some quite serious lows in life,
but their horses have kept them going – even when it was the horses that were the low! However, even with experienced riders knocks, physical, mental and emotional, do take their toll and
Alex and Jo Hobbs are no exception. They have struggled with their jumping a bit this year –
and let’s face it, Daisy and Connie do like to throw themselves about a bit! However, Claire and
Kim have both been absolutely adamant that it has been one of their greatest pleasures to see
the girls gain so much confidence again in just the two days at camp.

So, the Committee are so pleased to award the Camp 2020 Award to:

ALEX AND JO HOBBS

Instructor of the Year
We have four fab instructors and we know you all get on well with them and have all learnt loads
as well as gained so much confidence. The Instructor of the Year for 2020 has been with us virtually since the beginning and has made her clinics her own. How she thinks up different exercises for you for around 8 months of the year we don’t know. The Poles clinics have become so
popular – I can remember when we struggled to fill two sessions, now there is always a waiting
list for Julie’s sessions.

So, the Committee are pleased to award the Instructor of the Year 2020 Award to:

JULIE BRADDON
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AWARDS
Baraka lbm Shamhah Award
One of our previous members, Anna Morris, wanted to offer an annual award through EMRC to
acknowledge a horse and rider relationship that was a bit “special”. Anna’s has a fantastic relationship with her own Arab, Baraka, and really wanted to recognize how special and amazing
that relationship can be – even through tough times.
For us, the lady we are awarding this to has been through some tough times with her horses
after coming back to riding from a long break. But this time round she has absolutely got it spot
on having bought an amazing boy and now having so much fun with him. Her confidence has
soared, and we can see her passion for horses coming out which she passes to everyone she
speaks to.

So, the Committee are really pleased to award the Baraka award to

DEBBIE PICKFORD and BANDIT
Member of the Year
Our final award goes to someone who the Committee feel has gone above and beyond and who
really epitomizes what EMRC is all about. This lovely lady gives her time happily and helps at
most of our all-day events. She is always smiling, cheerful and has lots of positivity oozing from
her. In particular, this year she was of great help and support to Claire when we had a fellow
member fall and hurt herself at a clinic and she assisted the member whilst Claire and Cathy
dealt with the ambulance and keeping the clinic going.

The Committee would like to say a huge thank you and are pleased to award
Member of the Year 2020 to:

Suzy Dymond White

10

But I would also like to say Thank You to all of you, our members. You
really do make EMRC what it is and such a fantastic Club. You are all
supportive of each other, help each other when the chips are down
and enjoy each other successes.
When I set the Club up, that is really what I envisaged – no bitchiness,
back stabbing or “clicks”. So, THANK YOU for helping me realize that
my vision is possible – that we can all be friends and enjoy our
horses.
Stay safe everyone,
Jo
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